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Message from the Chief 

It is my pleasure to bring to you the 2015 Annual Report.  There have 

been many changes this past year and we have made great strides to 

provide the quality law enforcement the citizens of Sunbury have 

grown accustomed to.  I am in my 14th year as the Chief of Sunbury 

Police Department. 

The Sunbury Police Department is a full service law enforcement 

agency comprised of 16 commissioned officers, to include the Chief of 

Police, 2 Sergeants, 1 Officer assigned to Investigations, 1 Officer 

assigned to Drug Task Force,  9 Full-Time and 7 Part-time Patrol Officer’s and 1 civilian support staff. 

Our dedicated team of men and women that make up the Sunbury Police Department are committed to 

the principle guiding values of Integrity, Commitment, Character and Pride that provide the excellent 

service our citizens have grown to expect. 

In 2015, we hired 3 new commissioned officers, 2 of those being full-time and 1 being part-time.  We 

promoted 2 commissioned officers to Sergeants positons.  Moved 1 officer to investigations and 1 officer 

to the Drug Task Force.  Last year our department logged over 750 hours of training and will continue to 

make this a top priority. 

We continue to partner with outside jurisdictions for better communication, asset and personnel sharing.  

By working with other agencies we are better prepared to combat the mobile criminal that are not bound 

by jurisdictional lines.  We are excited to continue working with the community and being involved to 

keep Sunbury a safe place to raise a family and to own a business. 

Patrick H. Bennett 

Chief of Police 

 

THE DEPARTMENT MISSION 

The mission of the Sunbury Police Department is to improve and preserve the quality of life in the 

community by reducing crime through community partnerships. 

 

THE DEPARTMENT MOTTO 

“Dedicated to Service” 
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Organizational Chart 
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New Faces and Promotions in 2015 

NEW FACES 

In 2015, The Sunbury Police Department has taken on many changes with its personnel.  We have 

welcomed two new full-time officers and one part-time officers.  William “Bill” Foley was hired full-time 

in June after he spent 15 years with the Mt. Gilead Police Department.  Mathew Bowman was hired full-

time in September after he spend 4 years with the Ashley Police Department.  Alison Castrillia was hired 

part-time in October and currently works with Adult Probation in Delaware County. 

   
7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ Ȱ"ÉÌÌȱ &ÏÌÅÙ -ÁÔÈÅ× "Ï×ÍÁÎ !ÌÉÓÏÎ #ÁÓÔÒÉÌÌÁ 

PROMOTIONS 

In April, the Sunbury Police Department promoted two officers to Sergeants positions that were open.  

Officer Rob Howard and Officer Steve Alexander were both promoted to Sergeant.   

Sergeant Howard is assigned to 3rd shift and Sergeant Alexander is assigned to 2nd shift. 

  
2ÏÂ (Ï×ÁÒÄ 3ÔÅÖÅ !ÌÅØÁÎÄÅÒ 
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Safety Improvements 

REFLECTIVE GRAPHICS 

The Sunbury Police Department 

has added some new graphics to 

the back end of the Ford Utility 

for greater visibility and 

identification.  We have added 

reflective safety chevrons, an 

updated license plate with car 

number and logo and added 

“Sunbury Police” across the back 

trunk gate.  This updated look 

will increase visibility for better 

officer safety.  The police 

department decided to upgrade 

the back end due to past and future annexation that has taken the Village of Sunbury out to I-71 and 

beyond.  Officers will be dealing with increased traffic flow and greater vehicle speeds such as that seen 

on the I-71.  Officers may be needed to help the Delaware County Sheriff and the Ohio Highway Patrol 

more often than in previous years.  We believe this upgrade will help with increased traffic, increased 

motorist speeds as well as improved identification of a police service vehicle. 

 

BACK-UP CAMERA 

Ford has increased its safety 

package and is now including a 

rear back up camera as part of 

its standard package as required 

by Federal Safety Standards.  

Officers will now be able to see 

behind them to reduce rear end 

collisions.   
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Training 

In 2015, officers of the Sunbury Police Department received numerous hours of training from various 

locations such as the Ohio Peace Officers Training Academy, Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway Online, Ohio 

Highway Patrol Academy.  Below is a summary of that training: 

#ÏÕÒÓÅ $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ (ÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 

#ÙÂÅÒ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ 16 

&ÉÅÌÄ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 32 

/ÈÉÏ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ,4!0 8 

(ÁÚÍÁÔ Ǫ 7-$ !×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ 16 

4ÒÁÆÆÉÃ #ÒÁÓÈ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ)ÎÔÅÒÍÅÄÉÁÔÅɊ 40 

4ÒÁÆÆÉÃ 3ÉÇÎ 2ÅÔÒÏ 8 

$ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ Ǫ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ /ÒÄÅÒÓ 2ÅÆÒÅÓÈÅÒ 16 

3ÔÏÐÓ Ǫ !ÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÓ 8 

2ÅÉÄ )ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× 4ÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓ 32 

-ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ #ÒÉÓÉÓ .ÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÏÒÓ 30 

!ÌÅÒÔÓ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 72 

&ÉÒÅÁÒÍÓ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ 8 

$ÅÁÔÈ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ 40 

2ÉÆÌÅ !ÒÍÏÒÓ #ÏÕÒÓÅ 16 

3ÅÌÆȤ!ÉÄȤ"ÕÄÄÙ !ÉÄ 8 

(ÁÚÍÁÔ Ǫ 7-$ !×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ 8 

&ÉÒÅÁÒÍÓ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒȡ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌȭÓ 8 

)ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó Ǫ )ÎÔÅÒÒÏÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ 24 

$ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 15 

&ÉÒÅÁÒÍÓ 2ÅÑÕÁÌÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 240 

&.σπσ 1ÕÁÌÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ 32 

&.σπσ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ 8 

"ÅÌÏ× ρππ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ 8 

#63! 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 24 

"ÁÌÌÉÓÔÉÃ 2ÏÕÎÄ #ÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ 8 

-ÉÓÃȢ /ÎÌÉÎÅ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 48 

4ÏÔÁÌ (ÏÕÒÓ χχσ 
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Community 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Sunbury Police Department continues to serve our community through local events.  Officer’s help to 

make sure these events are safe and help with traffic flow and routing.  Officers help with several parades 

throughout the year including the 4th of July, Homecoming and Christmas parade, as well as, various bike 

and motorcycle rides through town.  Officers are also present for sporting events and dances for the Big 

Walnut High School, including, football, basketball, playoff rounds and various other events such as the 

annual Powder Puff Game & Graduation. 

Officers participated in making several running events safe by providing traffic control for runners and 

walkers.  Some of these events include: Big Nut Strut (benefiting Big Walnut Elementary PTO), 

Glow4Hope (benefiting the American Cancer Society) & Sidney’s Soldiers (benefiting Sidney Hatfield) 

In August, Officers participated in making the Sunbury Sizzle & Sounds event safe for everyone.  This year 

featured a much larger beer garden and the event was very successful from a safety & security point of 

view.  One arrest was made for Theft and a citation was issued for Open Container that was away from the 

event itself. 

Our officers continue to make Halloween a safe event for all and enjoy passing out bags and bags full of 

candy to all the kids.  We get great feedback from this every year from parents.   

PRESCRIPTION DRUG BOX 

The community drug box located in the lobby continues 

to be a utilized more and more each month.  We are 

working on getting the word out to the community and it 

seems to be working.  We have taken many pounds of 

prescription drugs from the drug box and turned them 

over for destruction.  These prescription drugs would 

have been disposed of in other manners such as dumping 

down drains which effects water quality.  On October we 

removed 39.2 pounds from the box.   

The items removed from the box are sent to Delaware 

County Sheriff where they will be combined with other 

prescription drug box contents from around Delaware 

County and are then destroyed by incineration.   
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Community Continued 

OFFICERS GIVING BACK 

Officers participated in “No 

Shave November” and raised 

money for Sam Bish 

Foundation.  Sam Bish was a 

young boy from Reynoldsburg, 

Ohio, who passed away in 

August of 2010 from 

Osteosarcoma, a form of bone 

cancer.  Before Sam passed he 

had his parents and friends 

make a promise. They 

promised to help all kids like 

Sam, bringing them Hope, 

Support, and Smiles. 

 

SHOP WITH A COP 

In December, Officer Landis & Officer Fields 

participated in the 19th Annual “Shop with a Cop” at 

the Meijer in Westerville and in Lewis Center.  Shop 

with a Cop provides a fun filled day for a number of 

children in need throughout Central Ohio while 

creating positive relationships with law enforcement.  

The participating children are ages 12 and younger 

from Delaware, Sunbury, Ashley, Lewis Center, Radnor, 

Ostrander, Galena and Westerville and are identified by 

schools, churches, youth organizations, and social 

services agencies.  On the day of the event, uniformed 

officers from various local and state offices volunteer 

their time to be with the children for lunch at a 

designated destination and then shop with the child for clothing and toys. 
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Crime Prevention and Services 
 

COMMUNITY WATCHES 

The Sunbury Police Department provides services to 

residents such as Vacation and House Checks.  Officers will 

check houses of families who are away for a week of vacation 

or residents who go south for the winter.  Officers will check 

these houses during each shift.  This provides various times 

that the house will be checked as a crime prevention method.  

This also provides a time line as to the last time a house was 

checked and was secure, in case something does happen.  

 

SERVICES 

Sunbury Police Department continues to provide special police services 

to our residents and visitors such as vehicle lockouts.  Many departments 

do not provide this type of service anymore and we are continually 

praised by people whom we help who have locked themselves out of their 

vehicle.  Officers provided lockout services 118 times during 2015 and 

116 times during 2014.  Delaware County Sheriff and Ohio Highway 

Patrol do not provide this service any longer. 
 

INFORMATION SHARING 

The Sunbury Police Department now provides real-

time crime stats through Regional Analysis and 

Information Data Sharing (RAIDS) On-Line.  RAIDS 

Online, connects law enforcement with the 

community to reduce crime and improve public 

safety. Crime mapping helps the public get a better 

idea of the crime activity in their area so they can 

make more informed decisions about how to stay 

safe.  

RAIDS Online goes beyond crime mapping by automatically alerting the public about recent crime activity 

and by improving communication between the public and law enforcement through anonymous tips. 

RAIDS Online empowers the public to make better decisions about crime by putting the same technology 

used by law enforcement to analyze and interpret crime activity into the hands of the public. 
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Service Calls 

SERVICE CALLS/NON-CRIMINAL CALLS 

 

36 48

416

326

41
59

3 32 19 13

194
177

27 26

116 118

41 3421 8

79 67

34 41

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

2014 2015

Service Calls

Animal Call Business/House Checks Civil Issues Emergency Notification Escort

Fire Assist Follow-Up Found Property Lockouts Medic Assist

Miscelaneous Open Door/Window Well Being Check



SUNBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT – 2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

Page 10 

Grants 

The Sunbury Police Department applied for a Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant under 

the U.S. Department of Justice.  This allows the department to supply vests for officers at 

a cost savings of 50% matching funds grant.  The Sunbury Police Department purchased 

a total of 14 vests at a cost of $7158.00.  The U.S. Department of Justice will reimburse 

us $3579.00 of that cost.  

 

The Sunbury Police Department applied for a JAG LE Grant through the Office of Criminal Justice Services 

for the purchase of 3 computers to replace 3 of our old computers that are out of date.  This grant would 

allow us to purchase 3 new systems and all mounting hardware.  They would be installed into two of the 

Ford Sedan’s and the new Ford Utility that is being ordered for 2016.  The grant is for a 10% matching 

fund and we applied for $11,970.00. 

 

The Sunbury Police Department applied for a State Farm Grant to 

purchase Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPR’s).  ALPR’s use a 

method that uses optical character recognition on images to read 

vehicle registration plates and then queries the plates and 

registered owners against many databases including, missing 

persons, wanted persons, endangered adults, protection orders, 

stolen vehicles, LEADS and NCIC.  We were notified in January 2016 

that we were not accepted for this $20,000 dollar grant to place 

ALPRs in two of the patrol vehicles. 

 

The Sunbury Police Department has been awarded another radar unit through the Ohio Traffic Safety 

Office (OTSO).  Every year the Sunbury Police Department participates in various traffic safety campaigns 

such as “Click it or Ticket” and “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”.  This year we continued those campaigns 

as well as participating in various social media targeted messages.  Because of continued participation 

and because of the social media integration in 2015 we were upgraded and are set to receive a new Laser 

Radar Unit. 
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Traffic Enforcement 

In 2015, Officers made 32 less traffic stops than in 2014, 

however, we had less man power than we did in 2014.   

Officers have stepped up enforcement efforts and continue to 

work saturation patrols on designated areas.  Officers also 

continue to work directed patrol areas.  
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Traffic Enforcement Continued 

The Sunbury Police Department collected 

large amounts of data this year on several 

streets this year.  These streets were selected 

based on Officer input and public comments 

such as complaints.  Radar Signs were placed 

on these streets for 3 data collection points. 

 

¶ Gather data on amount of vehicles on the 

streets to compare with future traffic data 

amounts after the mall and other expansions 

are complete on the newly annexed west side 

of Sunbury. 

¶ Determine which streets actually had 

speeding problems when officers were not 

present. 

¶ Determine the 85 percentile of what 

actual driving speeds are on these streets 

when officers are not present. 

 

The data collected this year gives us our top 3 streets (listed below) that are the most problematic as it 

pertains to speeding.   

¶ Rainbow Street 

¶ High Street 

¶ South Old 3C 

 

Our goal is to promote traffic safety on all streets within the Village of Sunbury for 2016.  We will also 

have specific goals as it related to these 3 streets. 

¶ Our first goal will be to saturate these 3 streets for targeted speeding campaign and “high visibility 

enforcement”. 

¶ Our second goal will be to reduce the amount of complaints received from residents as it relates to 

these specific traffic issues. 

¶ Our third goal, will be to determine if the 85 percentile is within an acceptable speed range when 

officers are not present.  This will be determined by data collected within the first 6 months of 

2016 and compare those numbers to the data collected from these streets in 2015. 
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Crime Statistics 

UCR VIOLENT CRIMES STATISTICS 

Overall, Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Violent Crimes statistics were down by 15.38% in 2015 

compared to 2014.  These crimes include Homicide, Rape, Robbery, Assault, Arson, Auto Theft, Burglary 

and Theft.   

 !ÓÓÁÕÌÔ "ÕÒÇÌÁÒÉÅÓ 3ÅØ #ÒÉÍÅÓ 2ÏÂÂÅÒÙ 3ÈÏÏÔÉÎÇ 3ÔÏÌÅÎ 6ÅÈÉÃÌÅ 4ÈÅÆÔÓ 

ςπρτ 12 21 3 2 2 6 110 

ςπρυ 9 22 8 0 1 8 83 

 

While overall UCR Violent Crime rates are down in Sunbury, there are three specific areas in which an 

increase is noted.  Although the overall numbers are very low, an increase of burglaries increased by 

4.76%, sex crimes increased by 166.67% and stolen vehicles increased by 33.33% 

CRIME STATISTICS 
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Calls for Service 

Breakdown of calls for service by month. 

 

Breakdown of calls for service by year. 
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Towing and Impounds 

The Sunbury Police Department towed a 

considerable amount of more vehicles compared to 

the previous year.  The most overwhelming portion 

of these tows are related to Driving Under the 

Influence and Driving Under Suspension (DUI/DUS) 

related arrests or impounds.  The Sunbury Police 

Department continues to enforce traffic related 

issues to help reduce the number of serious injury 

and fatal crashes in and around the Greater Sunbury 

Area. 

Vehicles are stored in our impound lot until they are released and picked up by the owner of the vehicle.  

The owner then pays for the hook fee and any daily impound fee charges that have occurred.  The 

Sunbury Police Department incurs no fees in relation to the impounding of vehicles.  Owners of the 

vehicle must prove they are a valid driver, have insurance and have valid registration on the vehicles 

before they can be released.   

Vehicles that are left in the impound lot over a period of time go through a process to contact and notify 

the owner that the vehicle is in our impound lot.  If no contact is made, we begin the process to file for a 

special title and then the vehicle will be sold off at auction. 
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Investigations Unit 

The Investigations unit is staffed by two Officers. One Officer is assigned to general follow-up and 
investigations driven by daily reports taken from patrol.  In addition, the Investigations Unit has a full-
time narcotics detective assigned to the Drug Task Force.   
 
The Investigations Unit worked on many serious felony crimes that consisted of sexual crimes, crimes 
against children, fraud and felony assault/domestic violence. Some of the highlighted cases from 2015 are 
as follows: 
 

Attempted Murder Case ï A Gahanna man was arrested by Sunbury Police for Attempted Murder after he got 

into a physical altercation with his girlfriend at a her apartment.  The suspect fled on foot from officers on the 

scene.  The girlfriend was beaten very badly and had bruising around both of her eyes and neck.  Her injuries 

were potentially life-threatening.  A guilty plea was entered into Delaware County Common Pleas Court on 

October 16th, 2015 for Kidnapping and Felonious Assault.  He was sentenced to 8 years in prison. 

Overdose Investigation – A lengthy overdose investigation was conducted. 
 
Suicide Investigation – A lengthy suicide investigation was conducted. 
 
Traffic Stop with multiple guns taken off the street 
 
Traffic Stop with Meth & Heroin & also lead to intel of previous stolen property. 
 
Stolen Vehicles recovered on the square and High Street 
 
We assisted the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office on a prostitution sting. 
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Axon Flex Cameras 

Sunbury Police Department began using Axon Flex Cameras in late 2013.  Since then we have collected 

many hours of video from traffic stops to domestic violence calls.  All officers wear a camera when on-

duty.   

Chief Bennett, Sergeant Alexander and Officer Costlow have all been featured in various news media 

outlets covering our implementation and use of “body cameras”  Sunbury Police has been considered a 

leader in the “body camera” movement.   

Officer Landis was also asked to be a featured panelist at the 2015 Attorney Generals Conference 

representing the “Small Agency” category in “Implementing a Body Camera Program.” 

 Below is a summary of our progress in video collection.  In 2016, we are looking to replace our original 

cameras and move to a new camera with new and exciting features such camera being turned on 

automatically upon light bar activation.  
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Delaware Tactical Unit (DTU)/Hostage Negotiation Team (HNT) 

The Delaware Tactical Unit/Hostage Negotiation Team is a multi-agency tactical team 

which consists of officers from the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office, Delaware City 

Police, Delaware County EMS, Genoa Township Police Department, Sunbury Police 

Department, Powell Police Department and Westerville Police Department.  The 

Delaware Tactical Unit is responsible for responding to high-risk incidents in those 

participating jurisdictions.  The tactical unit is made up of about 30 members and the 

negotiation team is made up of about 12 members.  Both teams work together to resolve high-risk 

situations.  Both teams work under a command structure with the jurisdiction of operation being in 

charge. 

The Sunbury Police Department currently has one officer assigned to the DTU/HNT as a Hostage 

Negotiator.  In June, he attended the Ohio Tactical Officer’s Training Conference for training in FN303 Less 

Lethal Weapons Instructor, Below 100 Instructor as well as attended a ballistics workshop where several 

ballistics round are tested as to how well they perform in real life conditions and scenarios.  In September, 

he attended the Mid-West Crisis Negotiation Conference and received training with 450 other Hostage 

Negotiators, from the Secret Service, Federal Bureau of Investigations and Columbus Police Department. 
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